THE BELIGION OF ANCIENT EOME

Forum was, it is true, from the earliest times en-
<flosed in a building ? this, however, was no temple,
but merely an erection with the essentially practical
purpose of preventing the extinction of the fire
by rain. The first temple in the full sense of
the word was according to tradition built by
Serrois Tulhus to Diana on the Aventme the
tradition is significant, for Diana was not one
of the $& inckgetes, the old deities of the ' Beligion
of Numa/ but was introduced from the neighbour-
ing town of Ancia, and the attribution to Sernus
Ttdlms nearly always denotes an Etruscan1 or
at aay rate' a non^Boman ongin, Th&$e w&?$,
however, altars m special places to particular
deities, built sometimes of atone, sometimes in a
more homely manner of earth or sods We hear
for instance of the altar of Mars m the Campus
Martius, of Qumnus on the Quirinal, of Satumus
at the foot of the Capitol, and notably of the
curious underground altar of Gonsit$ oa ^whtite
was I&tea: tb& site of tfca Cteeus MaaMttis But
more characteristic than the erection of altars
is the connection of deities with special localities
enough in the worship of the house-
seat at the health, Ia#tm

to tradition einployed orf
tte earliest BoDian temples: